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Background: Access to the outdoors is a human

right, and the benefits of outdoor engagement

should be accessible to all. Outdoor recreation

participation increased due to the pandemic, but nearly

half of the population still did not participate in nature-

based activities. Outdoor participation does not reflect

the increasingly diverse demographics of the United

States, as almost 75 percent of participants in 2020

identified as white. 

Advancing equitable outdoor access is gaining legislative

popularity, with successful state outdoor equity grant

programs created in New Mexico (2019), California

(2019), and Colorado (2021). There is an apparent

increased political appetite for creating State Outdoor

Equity Grant Programs. 

https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/19%20Regular/bills/senate/SB0462.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB209
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb21-1318
https://www.outsideonline.com/2268931/why-are-adventure-hubs-so-homogenous#close


Methods: Through collaboration with WRA, we

developed targeted questions to understand

the function, history, and equity components of

state-based programs and grant opportunities.

To build our understanding of the state-based

programs, we utilized desktop research to

review reports, relevant legislation, department

grant manuals and applications, and

government websites. To remedy gaps in

available information, we spoke with staff

members within the state departments that

house the programs and grants. We compiled

the gathered data into our inventory list to track

and contrast program and funding

opportunities, providing a holistic

understanding of the network of available

options. Discussing our findings and sharing

insights across the eight states allowed us to

identify room for improvement and learn from

best practices for including components to

increase equitable access. The nine-month

effort culminated in a report showcasing each

state's programs and funding sources, relevant

recommendations for improving access for

underrepresented populations, and an

argument for federal outdoor equity grant

program legislation. 

https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?WS3BBA
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?WS3BBA
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?WS3BBA
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?1Nrjti
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?1Nrjti
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?1Nrjti

